
 

 

 

Newsletter March 2010 

McAuley High School offers quality Catholic Education, in the tradition 

of Mercy, which challenges young women to strive for standards of 

personal excellence. 

 

Dear friends and family of McAuley High School 

Tena Kotou Katoa, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Ni Sa Bula, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Malo e Lelei 

Even for many Christians, Lent can be a mystery.  For some the purpose of Lent is to be 

a season of fasting, self-denial, Christian growth, penitence, conversion, and simplicity.  

Lent can be viewed as a spiritual spring cleaning: a time for taking spiritual inventory 

and then cleaning out those things which hinder our relationships with Jesus Christ and 

our service to him.  Some people give up things they enjoy, for example, coffee, sweets 

etc.  By giving these up, we learn to control a particular part of our lives.  This leads to 

greater self-discipline even when Lent is over.  As such in Lent we are able to learn, 

examine, and get under control our material excesses.  Lent is about spiritual results.  We 

remember especially in our prayers all those who are suffering as a result of the natural 

disasters.  We are grateful for the blessings we enjoy.  We pray for peace for all people 

and for peace within our hearts. 

 

Have peace with each other, 

As children of one another 

Let each defer to other 

And may your hearts be one. 

 

Have peace with all around you 

Sweet love of earth surround you 

And may no harm confound you 

Or break the peace within. 

 

The peace of God possess you 

The love of God caress you 

The grace of heaven bless you 

Peace everlastingly. 

 

This first term is an extremely busy term.  The final day of Term 1 is Holy Thursday, 1
st
 

April.  We will have a special liturgy for the whole school on this day. 

 

The first day of Term 2 is 19
th
 April 2010.  During Term 2 our Deputy Principal will act 

as Principal.  Mrs Dougall will be the Principal for Term 2 whilst Mrs Miles is away on a 

scholarship/sabbatical.  Our new Deputy Principal is Ms Addison. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Board of Trustee Elections 2010 
 

What is a school Board of Trustees? 

Every state and state-integrated school in New Zealand has a Board of Trustees.  The 

Board of Trustees is the employer of all school staff and sets the schoolôs overall 

strategic direction.  The school's Principal is the Boardôs óChief Executive CEOô and 

manages the school operation in line with the Boardôs policies.  The membership of the 

secondary school Board includes elected parent representatives, an elected staff 

representative, an elected student representative, four representatives for the Bishop of 

Auckland (Proprietor Representatives) and the Principal. 

 

What do Trustees do? 

School Trustees have a very important role in making sure every child achieves their 

potential at school. 

Here are some of the things they do: 

Å Work with the Principal and consult with staff, students and the community. 

Å Set the educational goals and strategic direction of the school. 

Å Monitor progress and let parents know how the school is progressing against its annual 

 targets and how well students are achieving. 

Å Decide how the schoolôs funding will be spent. 

Å Select the schoolôs principal and support the development of all staff. 

Å Oversee the management of staff, property, finances, curriculum and administration. 

 

Who can become a Trustee? 

Parents, caregivers and people from the wider community can be nominated for election 

to a school board.  Our schools need your skills. 

 

Board of Trustees Elections - May 2010 

Call for nominations by 15 March 2010 

Nominations close noon 23 April 

Voting papers distributed by 28 April 

Voting Day 7 May 2010 

Count votes 13 May 2010 

New Board takes office 14 May 2010 

 

Nominations forms have been sent in the mail.  On the reverse side are the eligibility 

criteria.  Please read this carefully. 



 

 

 

 

Advice of Paid Union Meeting 
The school will be closed for instruction on Wednesday, the 24

th
 March, 

from 12.15pm.  This is to allow for a PPTA union meeting.  Please 

arrange for your daughter to be collected from school or make sure that 

she goes straight home.  BUSES WILL NOT RUN .  For safety reasons 

they should not go to local parks. 

 

 

Dedication Mass 2010 
The Mass began with the eerie call of the ancestors ï the karanga and the answering call 

by Rangi Davis, then moved into a rousing haka powhiri by the Kapa Haka Group.  The 

waiata was sung by the school in reply:  óKa waiata, kia Mariaéô.  The theme of the 

Mass is this yearôs school focus:  Care for the Earth and Environment.  The gym was 

resplendent with the House banners and the flowers arranged by Mrs Dykes. 

 

The Mass was, as always, very moving and special.  The drumbeat accompanied the 

procession of the Liturgy of the Word, as we all prepared to hear the message.  The 

school leaders were presented to the school, their positions given and proud parents stood 

behind them as they affirmed their commitment.  The school accepted the leadersô 

promise of service and the Principal in turn promised support, help and prayer for the 

leaders to carry out their duties. 

 

Kuini and Seraphim, Head Girl and Deputy for this year, signed the School Scroll as a 

record of their leadership.  The beautiful hymn from the Prayer of St Francis was sung:  

óIt isé in giving of ourselves that we receive.ô  It is in service that we receive the gifts of 

confidence, of fulfilling our potential.  Once again the dedication of the year to God and 

to others was sealed with prayer. 

  



 

 

 

Religious Education News 
This year our value is to Care for our Environment.  Our wonderful Year 12 students, 

lead by Aira Galsim, are coordinating a display in the Catherine Block which will 

feature aspects of Creation and De-Creation.  Our Year 9 students are studying the 

History of our school and the life of Catherine McAuley.  Our Year 10 students are 

studying the topics of ñDiscovering my Identityò and ñSinfulness and 

Reconciliation.ò  Year 11 are reflecting on the Reverence for Life whilst, Year 12 are 

looking at ñJustice and Peace.ò  Year 13 are studying the topic on ñMaking 

Meaning.ò  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered to all during Holy Week.  

An Easter Liturgy will take place in the gymnasium on Holy Thursday. 

 

Care for the Environment 
ñThe environment is Godôs gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility 

towards the poor, towards future generations, and towards humanity as a whole.ò 

Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate 

 

Lent is traditionally a time of preparation for Easter; a time of letting go in order to 

prepare for a new life.  We have a responsibility to care for Godôs creation, and each of 

us must decide how we can improve the way we do that, now and for future generations.  

The following are a few ideas how we can do this: 

- collect and recycle water from your kitchen, laundry and shower 

- take your reusable bags with you when you go shopping 

- turn off lights as you leave a room, and any others that you are not using 

- pick up at least one piece of litter on the ground when you are out and dispose of it 

 properly. 

 

Library News 
The National Library of New Zealand generously gave McAuley High School a special 

grant to purchase books for our Library.  After many long hours of selection these 

resources have now been delivered to us and the library staff are busy processing and 

getting them out onto the shelves for our students to read.  To date over 300 titles have 

been added to our collection with another 300 waiting to be processed.  Some exciting 

new authors and titles have been purchased and are proving very popular with the 

students.  Jodi Picoult, Karen Kingsbury, Francine Rivers and Nora Roberts write good 

novels suitable for senior students, while Kate Cann, Melody Carlson, Kate Brian and 

Sara Shepard still have a huge following. Historical romance is also proving popular.  

Several new non-fiction books have been purchased.  Topics include social issues, global 

issues, climate change and some fantastic poetry books.  

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to the following students for obtaining a Merit Certificate: Pelenatete 

Faitua, Carol Kalapu, Mandeep Kaur, Vivien Raega, Makerita Siluuga. 

 



 

 

 

Polyfest Participation 
We had four groups entering this year.  It was wonderful to see proud parents, proud 

students and proud teachers.  Congratulations to all our groups. 

 

Results 

 

Tongan 2
nd

 Maôuluôulu 

 2
nd

 Fahaôiula 

 Speeches: 1
st
 Year 12 Tulisa Fifita 

    2
nd

 Year 13 Tausala Moala 

    2
nd

 Year 11 Manuôofa Mahe 

 

Niuean 1
st
 Koli Lologo Tuai (Traditional Chant) 

 2
nd

 All girls  

 2
nd

 Uniform 

 2
nd

 Church Song 

 3
rd
 Meke (Action Dance) 

 3
rd
 Leader ï Sharnequar Ngani 

 Speeches: 1
st
 Kimberley Jacob 

    3
rd
 Kristian-Marie Ngani 

 

Samoan 1
st
 Overall 

 1
st
 Maôuluôulu 

 1
st
 Sasa 

 1
st
 Pese 

 1
st
 Exit 

 2
nd

 Entrance 

 2
nd

 Taualuga 

 2
nd

 Tupou 

 2
nd

 Uniform 

 

Maori 1
st
 Haka Taparahi (Female Haka) 

 2
nd

 Moteatea (Traditional Chant) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Athletics Day  
A change in venue this year saw our athletics day held at Papatoetoe Athletics Club.  The 

weather was great with a cool overcast day ï perfect conditions for running, jumping and 

throwing.  Participation was high, at one stage there was not one student sitting on the 

embankment watching.  We had an extremely enjoyable day.  Congratulations to all the 

students who participated.  The results were as follows: 

 

Tullamore  804 

Coolock  679 

Carlow   661 

Stormanstown 567 

 

Well done Tullamore. 

 

A team of 13 qualified for the Auckland champs, below are the results.  

 Jennifer Lemisio 2
nd

 in the Junior Girls 100m and 3
rd
 in the Junior Girls 200m 

 Elisapeta Toeava 2
nd

 in the Intermediate Girls javelin 

 Epiphany Sanele 2
nd

 in the Senior Girls javelin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Junior Swimming 
Learning to swim is an important part of living in New Zealand.  We are surrounded by 

water and many family occasions are spent at the beach.  In week 7 of this term a focus 

was put on water safety and teaching our Year 9 and 10 students how to be safe in and 

around water and how to swim.  The week consisted of two half days at the Papatoetoe 

pools and the junior swimming carnival on the Friday.  The week was a huge success and 

the carnival was a chance for the students to 

demonstrate the progress they had made in the water.  

This year the level of participation and the number of 

students who could swim 25m confidently increased.  

A number of students were also identified as having 

potential and they have been referred to a swim club.  

Congratulations to all the juniors who participated in 

the junior swimming programme.  The results of the 

carnival are as follows: 

 

Coolock  478 

Carlow  433  

Stormanstown 427 

Tullamore  373 

 

Sports Results Term 1   

Softball Currently top of the table in the Senior Girls Central Zone competition 

  with one game remaining.  

Cricket Top of Senior B competition for Term 1.  Competition continues in  

  Term 4.  

Volleyball Premier team are currently competing in Palmerston North at the  

  National Championships.  

Tennis We have 6 students in our school team that have been competing on  

  Saturday mornings at the McAuley High School tennis courts.  They  

  have achieved some wonderful results.  

 

Sports on offer in Term 2  

Netball, basketball, soccer, rugby, rugby league, badminton, hockey and golf.  

Information and permission letters will be going out to all parents of students who are 

interested in playing these sports.  They must be signed and returned to the Sports office 

along with the sports fee.  

 

Rachel Signal, HOD PE  

and Colleen Robertson, Sports co-ordinator  



 

 

 

 

Race Unity Speech Competition 
In Term One, 11 students proudly represented McAuley High School in the Race Unity 

Speech Competition.  All 11 girls were asked to write a speech based on the quote from 

the Bahaôi writings, ñThe diversity in the human family should be the cause of love and 

harmony, as it is in music where different notes blend together in the making of a perfect 

chord.ò  The girls were encouraged to draw on their personal and cultural experiences, 

and discuss the situation of race relations in New Zealand.  McAuley High School was 

strongly represented in the competition, and the standard of McAuley speeches was 

exceptional.  Our girls spoke from the heart and were inspirational.  All the girls listed 

below were a credit to McAuley and showcased some of the amazing talent that is at our 

school.  The following girls received placings in their heats; Evo Malifa, Karlina 

Tongatea and Vika Pasa placed runner up in their heats.  Atina Patau and Dillys Takau 

won their heats and will now compete in the regional finals.  A huge thank you goes to 

Mr Williams, Miss Clothier, and Mr Thomas for their help and support on the night, and 

to all the parents who supported their daughters throughout their participation in the 

speech competition. 

 

Name Year 

Mele Tautalanoa 13 

Karlina Tongotea 13 

Atina Lipa Patau 12 

Dillys Takau 12 

Vika Pasa 12 

Evo Malifa 11 

Philomena Petaia 11 

Myra Faamausili 11 

Naomi Fruean 11 

Roseanne Ulunga 11 

Elizabeth Tolovaôa 11 

 
  

 

 

Thank you for your support of the school. 

Anne Miles (Principal) 


