
16
th
 August 2011 

McAuley High School offers quality Catholic Education, in the 

tradition of Mercy, which challenges young women to strive for 

standards of personal excellence. 

 

Dear friends and family of McAuley High School 

Tena Kotou Katoa, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Ni Sa Bula, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Malo e Lelei 

 

Catherine McAuley was no stranger to poverty.  In 1827 she opened her house in Ireland 

for the relief of those who were poor.  Her programme of social service included teaching, 

visiting the sick, child care, shelter and training for unemployed girls.  A Religious 

Congregation followed.  The story of Catherine is the story of a heroine who marked a 

path for those who would continue to serve Jesus Christ in His suffering members.  She 

was a woman who believed in the power of women for the betterment of society.  A 

woman of prayer, with unbounded confidence in God for whose sake she launched out 

into the deep to encircle the world with Godôs mercy. 

At McAuley High School we continue to strive to make a difference in the world.  Our 

students are involved in many activities to raise money to support those in need.  Our 

World Vision fashion show was enthusiastically supported, our Young St Vinnies support 

others and our programme of reaching out to those in need is alive and well.  We thank 

both the students, teachers involved and the parents for their support.  We can make a 

difference to the lives of others.  We thank Father Wooller and Sister Salome for the work 

they do as chaplains for our school. 

 

The following is the prayer of Catherine McAuley: 

 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

My God look down with pity and Mercy on your afflicted poor and grant us grace to do all 

that we can for their relief and comfort. 

We most humbly, ask your blessing this day. 

In the name of the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Time Limitations  
We have exactly 10 weeks left until the NCEA examinations commence.  Every day at 

school is important. The change in term dates has meant that students return to school in 

Term 4 and move almost immediately into NCEA assessments. 

 

NO STUDENTS CAN AFFORD TO BE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL 

 

Assessment Week Timetable 
All Year 13 students may apply for permission from their dean for study leave.  All other 

students are expected to be at school engaged in supervised revision activities.  See back 

cover for detailed exam timetable. 

 

Letters home 
All parents of students in Years 11, 12 and 13 should have received a letter home advising 

them of the need to provide time to their daughters to study in preparation for NCEA 

examinations.  Parents of those students who are at risk of not achieving were informed of 

any subjects causing concern.  Some advice was provided on revision and study tips.  

Junior students will receive a snap shot report in early September. 

 

Financial Assistance 
Please see Mrs Miles or Mrs Mabey should there be cases of unexpected financial 

hardship that affects your ability to meet the fee paying requirements. 

 

Payment for NCEA Fee 2011 
Please note that the last date for payment is Friday, 26 August 2011.  If payment is not 

received by this date a $50 late fee will need to be added.  If you have not yet completed a 

financial assistance form and you can do so please contact Mrs Mabey at the school office 

as soon as possible. 

 

Eftpos Facilities 
The school now has EFTPOS facilities for the payment of studentôs school fees.  There is 

no provision for the use of a credit card or cash to be withdrawn. 

 

Year 9 Enrolments For 2012 
The places available for Year 9 students in 2012 are filling fast.  If you have a daughter 

that you wish to be at McAuley High School next year please lodge your enrolment 

application as soon as possible. 

 

Safety Concern 
It is a real concern that students are waiting for a lift home after it is dark and the school is 

closed for the day.  It is not safe to wait in the street.  We appeal to parents to make 

alternative arrangements to ensure your daughters are safe.  Those students using the home 

work centre need to be collected promptly.  It is not safe to wait in the street, especially 

when it is dusk and at night. 

 



Congratulations to the following students for gaining a Principalôs Award: 

Outstanding Volunteer Helpers at Year 10 Camp - Diana Ahio, Fetuna Rowena Cardona, 

Vivian Feseetai, Hinemoa Finau, Dullary Khan, Rasera Lopati, Fiti Pritchard, Vivien 

Raega, Debrah Siolo, Mi Tran, Selena Tugaga. 

 

Congratulations to the following students for earning 10 Merit Awards: 

Mariel Del Valle, Karen Faamausili, Kalisi Fifita, Hinemoa Finau, Saane Fotukava, Arlene 

Lesoa, Gloria Lina, Alesha Mu, Barbara Neemia, Lusia Neemia, Sallyrose Paulo, Fereni 

Peti, Christina Rusia, Marialefetuolemoana Tuii, Taina Tuôipulotu, Martina Tulafono. 

 

 

Important Dates for Term 3 

¶ 24 August    McAuley Has Got Talent 

¶ 22 ï 26 August   Premier Netball Tournament 

¶ 2 September    Nominations close for BOT student representative 

     Junior snapshot reports posted 

¶ 6 ï 9 September    Year 13 Snow Camp 

¶ 19 ï 23 September  Senior Assessment Week 

¶ 29 September   Music studentsô concert 

¶ 4 October    NCEA Music Assessment at 7.00pm 

¶ 7 October    Mercy Day       

     Term 3 Ends 

 

 

Maths Department News 
Australian Mathematics Competition  

The Australian Mathematics Competition was held on August 4
th
 this year.  This 

competition is for capable students to test their knowledge against the best students from 

Australia and New Zealand.  We had 60 students from Year 9 to 13 participating in this 

competition.  We now are waiting for the results. 

Maths week was held in Week 2 of this term 8
th

 ï 12
th

 August 

Students were given daily challenges to complete and all correct entries gained house 

points and went into a prize draw.  Stormanstown managed to get the most students 

participating closely followed by Tullamore.  This year we also had a pi competition 

where students were asked to recite pi to as many decimal places as possible.  For the 

second year running Myra Faôamausili won this competition.  Last year she recited pi to 

just over 200 decimal places.  This year she managed over 300 decimal places.  As always 

we had an inter-house Maths competition.  Each house had to have two teams made up of 

one student from each year level.  Once again the competition was fierce.  Stormanstown 

A won the competition narrowly from Tullamore A. 

Congratulations to everyone who participated in Maths Week.  Overall winning house for 

Maths Week was Stormanstown. 



 

 

 

Auckland Mathex Competition 

Once again we sent two Year 9 teams and two Year 10 teams to the Auckland Mathex 

competition which was held on the 17
th
 August.  The students competed against top 

students from schools across Auckland and while we didnôt place the studentsô represented 

the school with pride and had an enjoyable evening. 

 

Assessment Opportunity for 11MAA students 

The 11MAA classes have a considerable amount of work to get through in the year.  To 

give them an opportunity to gain further credits towards NCEA Level 1 we will be running 

a course for them during the next school holidays.  If your daughter is in this class and 

wishes to participate she is expected to be at school on Tuesday the 11
th
 October and 

Wednesday the 12
th
 October from 9am till 3pm.  The standard that these students will be 

sitting is AS 91026: Apply numeric reasoning in solving problems.  This standard is worth 

4 credits. 

 

Assessment Opportunity for 11MAT students 

There are a number of students in the 11MAT course who have not yet gained Level 1 

Numeracy.  We are going to run a 2 day course on Trigonometry which will allow these 

students to gain another 3 credits towards their Level 1 Numeracy.  This course will run 

during the next school holidays on Tuesday the 11
th
 October and Wednesday the 12

th
 

October from 9am till 3pm.  The standard that these students will be sitting is AS 91032: 

Apply right-angled triangles in solving measurement problems.  This standard is worth 3 

credits. 

 

Maths Club 

Maths Club now has extended hours between now and the end of the year.  We are 

running on Monday and Thursday afternoons from 3.30pm to 5.30pm in Room 18.  All 

students are welcome and there is no charge to attend. 

 

 

 

 



Trip to Tonga 
During the last holidays, Mrs Finau took a group of students studying Tongan at McAuley 

High School to Tonga.  The students visited a number of schools, places of interest and 

included a visit to Parliament, which was the highlight of the trip.  The following is an 

excerpt from the Parliament website. 

THE Legislative Assembly of Tonga hosted the first overseas school to visit the Assembly 

this year.  Three teachers accompanied the students who are all of Tonga descendants 

from the all girlsô McAuley High School in New Zealand.  A short presentation on the 

history of the Legislative Assembly, roles and functions of the House and changes after the 

Political reform was conducted by the Legal Counsel , Seinimili Fonua and Clerk 

Assistant Sione Vikilani.  The Acting Chief Clerk, Mele Tupou Vaitohi welcomed the 

students to the Parliament chamber.  Students most of whom were born in New Zealand 

were keen to know about the functions of Parliament and the current Political situation in 

Tonga after the political reform.  Some of the students were interested as to why women 

were not represented in Parliament and after the presentation were satisfied.  Students 

were happy that they were able to get information first hand, on what is really happening 

in Tonga and expand their knowledge about the Legislature. 

 

    
 

 

The School Ball 
This was a very successful event held during the school holidays. Our students looked 

beautiful and behaved with dignity and respect. Our parents can be so proud of them. It 

was a pleasure to work with De La Salle College and the behaviour of students from both 

colleges was commented on by the venue organisers who stated that our group was 

probably one of the best behaved. 

 

Year 13 Snow Camp Fundraiser 
Otahuhu Market Day, Saturday 20 August 

Otahuhu Town Hall, 7am ï Midday 

 

  



Amnesty Quiz 
On Wednesday the 10

th
 of August, McAuley High School sent four senior students to 

participate in the Amnesty quiz held at Massey High School.  The quiz questioned us on 

Amnesty International actions, general knowledge, famous quotes, places, and arts and 

culture.  We were placed fourth place overall.  This was a great opportunity to meet and 

mingle with other young activists and hear about the human rights activism that other 

schools were participating in.  Thank you to Massey High School for hosting us and 

providing us with a delicious afternoon tea.  Another thank you goes to our Amnesty 

leader, Dillys Takau, for taking the initiative to enter us into this quiz.  A fun afternoon 

had by all. 
 

Cybersafety 
Parents, we need your assistance to keep this school as a cell phone free environment.  Our 

young people have been provided with tools of great power to alter the lives of others.  

Unfortunately, they frequently do not have the maturity to use these tools safely.  Text 

messaging, cyber bullying, inappropriate use of the internet are temptations to be used 

wrongly.  McAuley High School has a phone which can be used in the front office and we 

will always try pass on any message that you might leave at the office.  Recently a 

malicious text message was sent to students about a fight that was organised.  This was a 

deliberate attempt to destroy the good name of McAuley High School.  Our students were 

not involved. 
 

School Band Shines 
We are the ñPOPOò group and have been together for an adventurous eight months.  It is 

a privilege to represent McAuley High School.  We are a band of eight: Naomi Fruean 

(keyboard and vocals), Manuofa Mahe (vocals and rapper), Telesia Feseetai (lead 

vocalist), Myra Faôamausili (lead guitar and ukulele), Moalapauu Maka (guitar), 

Anastasia Lafo (bass guitar), Regina Fepuleai (drums). 

Throughout the year we have been preparing for the ñSmoke Free Pacifica Beats.ò  We 

reached the Auckland Regionals and were placed second equal.  Never before has the 

band made it this far.  We appreciate the support of all our family and friends and the staff 

of McAuley High School. 

Telesia Feseetai (leader of the band) 

 

World Vision  
The World Vision Recycled Fashion Show provides students with the opportunity to show 

off their creative talent while also raising money to help fight hunger.  The focus of this 

yearôs fashion show was East Timor ï one of the poorest countries in the world where 

almost half of all children under 5 years old are malnourished. 

The fashion show took place during lunchtime and was a great opportunity for our junior 

models to try out the new school stage.  Each senior form class competed to win house 

points for both their fashion creations and the house to donate the most money to World 

Vision.  During the fashion show students were also given a presentation by World Vision 

New Zealand about how the money they were raising would help fight hunger in East 

Timor.  The fashion show was a great success, raising $450.00 for World Vision.  

Congratulations and a big thank you to all those who took part! 

Ms Houliston and Juliana Mataia (World Vision Leader) 



  



  



 


