NewsletterApril 2010

McAuley High School offers quality Catholic Education, in the tradition of
Mercy, which challenges young women to strive for standards of personal
excellence.

Dear friends and family of McAuley High School
Tena Kotou Katoa, Talofadva, Kia Orana, Ni Sa Bula, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Malo e Lelei

In the Gospel (Johh0:277 29) for Sunday 25 April

Jesus saidfiThe sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; | know them and they follow
me. | give them eternal life; they will never betlasid no one will ever steal them from
my hand. o

What a deep, intimate bond Jesus shares with his disciples. They knowtleaghhey

are his followershe leads them, feeds them and gives them the gift of eternalQibe.
McAuley High School communytreplicates Jesus in creating a very close bond with all
our members. We commit and dedicate ourselves to care and to minister to one anoth
with love. Some of our staff members and students loved ones have passed away duri
the holidays and in thesignes of pain and sorrow, we unite with each other in sharing our
grief and prayers together. May they rest in peace.

Jesus, through his examples, calls us to minister to one another and we offer this prayer f
everyone in our community:

God our Creato, you sent your Son Jesus that we might walk in newness of life.
Help us share this life as ministers of the gospel:

Through our ministry of leadership

Through our ministry of educating our students

Through our ministry of health care

Through ouministry of pastoral care

Through our ministry of social work

Through our ministry of counselling

Through our ministry of providing sustenance for our physical health

Throughour ministry of administration

Through our ministry of beautifying oenvironment and maintenance care

And through our ministry of praying f

These ministries are expressions of our desire to serve you by serving one another and
pray that through the intercession of Catherine McAuley who reasbewith courage

and love to the needy of her time, we too will have the courage to reach out with love an
compassion tthe needy of our time. Amen.



Staff Changes

our new Deputy PrincipalMiss Louise
Addison. Miss Addison comes from
Team Solutions, University of Auckland,
and prior to that, was Head of
Mat hematics at St M ¢
with her a great deal of enthusiasm and up

: to date knowledge of the New Zealand
. Curriculum. We are indeed blessed to
have her join our staff.

We were also very pleased to welcome Mrs Neioti as a tea
assistant. She has had much experience working w
students to assist their learning.

We wish Ms Tapu and her family well as she goes
maternity leave at the drof April. We are fortunate to havj,
Ms Woolf willing to take over her classes and welcome hej
our school.

Mrs Dougallis now acting as Principal, while Mrs Miles is overseas this term. Mrs Miles
has been keeping in touch,dsends this article:

British Schools keen to form closer ties with McAuley High School

As | travel around on my sabbatical and visit schools | am uplifted by the evidence o
inspired teaching and schools committed to raising the achievement of all their students
In all the schols | have visited | have been given a hesarming welcome by both the
students and the school communitiéhey are most interested in McAuley High School
and the mutual sharing of ideas and teaching methods benefitEralPowerPointof our
schoolis enjoyed by all and | have been approached by both teachers and student
regarding the opportunity to work at our school, both as volunteers or as teachsrk.
interact with the students, the young people have the same aims, ambitions and aspiratio
as our wonderful young womenWe can be very proud of our school, its students,
teachers, parents and communityOur special strength is, however, our Special
Character and one really missed this in the schools | have visited to daig sabbatical
opportunity is proving to be an uplifting motivational experience and the exposure to so
many different ideas and teaching methods is wonderful professional development.
thank the Board and the Ministry of Education for this wonderful experiencalso
express my sincere gratitude to Mrs Dougall for her willingness to atiasipal during

my time away. Anne Miles



Board of Trustees Elections 2010
Nominations for parent representatives closed on 23 Apvibting papers have been
posted to parents/cagwers. It is really important that voting papers are returned to the
school, either by post, or they can be put in the BOT votes box in the front office at the
school. Voting closes at noon on Friday 7 May. Counting is to be completed on 13
May, with the new Board taking office on 14 May 2010.
Our sincere thanks goes to all the current BOT members, for the service they have given
the school and the school community over the last three,yi@aparticular to Mrs Joe
Anne Tongotea, as Board Chair aondBr Philip Jeffares as Deputy Chairperson. We also
farewell from the Board, Ms Diane Ransfield, Mr Alexis Huni, Mr Afano Mulipola, Mr
Opelu Foutanu and Mr Perenise Tapu, with thanks for their time and commitment to ou
school.

McAuley High Schoolis a SuccessfulSchooli A Reminder
We are a top achieving,dgile 1 schoobndare very proud of our resultsDuring the
holidays, the NZ Herald publishedCEA Level 1 results,for New Zealandschools,
comparing pasgtes from 2009 to those of five years aghat was not easily seen, was
the fact that our Level 1 results continue to be better than the National averaigg009
NCEA resultsare as follows:

McAuley High School National
Level 1 76% 72%
Level 2 88% 76%
Level 3 68% 70%

The most signifiant improvement has been at Level 3. In 2008, 52% passed, compared t
the 68% in 2009, as we move closer to the national pass rate. Also improved, was the pa
rate for University Entrance, from 43% in 2008, to 52% in 2009.

Literacy and Numeracy:

McAuley High Schog National
Level 1 Literacy 94% 72%
Level 1 Numeracy 92% 85%

Holy Thursday Liturgy
Students participated prayerfully inetrspecial Holy Thursday Liturgy, ith beautitil
singing, a mime anckading. It was a fitting way to end Term 1.

Year Nine Retreats
Our Year Nine students have been privileged to participate in Retreats at the Friary durin
the first two weeks of this termThis was followed by a special mass, in the church, for
Year 9 students.



Anzac Day
On Sunday 25 Aprila grop of our seniorstudents took part in the commemoration
service athe Otahuhu monument.
AThey shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will rememér themo Laurence Binyon

Library Report
Teaching staff took part in a Professional Development session, in the school library ol
Thursday, 22 April. Recent purchases, made available from the National Library grant
were on view. There are many newoke and our thanks goes to Mrs Miers &brthe
work she is doing in processing the books, ready for use and enjoyment by students

Spirit of Adventure T Skipper Experience
A group of Year 12 students were rewarded with a trip on the Spirit of Advefaure
gaining Merit or Excellence passes in the 2009 NCEA Level 1 exams.
A day to remember for allThe first part of the adventure was getting to the city centre, as
for many of the girls it was their first time on the train, but armed with Studentnd® ca
for the discountall arrived safely and on time. First sight of the Spirit drew exclamations
of Altods |i,keétadspiraeeoPhropates of t he Ca
After our first of many photo shoots we boarded the vessgithe only school aboayrthe
Yearl2s were given the opportunity to try everythingfter our briefing and safety talk
the girls were invited to watch as we left the quayside. Then some were asked to hel
hoist the sails, and so the real experience began. While GeorgianePaudi Lepe tried to
hoist the fordsail, B e r n watked at raising the mainsag |,
and Letania decided to take over sailing the ship by heading straight for the wheel!
Towards the Harbour Bridge we sped as there was a goodavaadry us. Drawing close
some feared that we may not fit beneath the bridge as the masts are so high, but, of cour
we were fine. Then on turning, which meant that everyone had to man the sails to control
the ship, we were distracted by Bungy jungoen the bridge. As we sailed past, one brave
soul waved to us before leapingjuite magnificent to watch.
Time for lessons and the girls were split into groups to learn about different aspects of life
at sea and aboard the Spirit. Water safety, satl@rgiinology, rules at sea, basic
navigation, and the tying of knotswhich created the most amusement!
Then the ultimate thrill the chance to climb the rigging. Unfortunately time was short,
so only a few had this opportunity. Felicia is obviouslynb climb ropes as she fairly
flew up and down, others were not so confident and struggled a little with the height: Nc
one gave up, though which is excellent.
In all a great experience for all with a certificate to show that each girl has some
knowledg of Al i fe on the ocean waveo!



School Ball
We are very excited to have secured the
school ball with De La SalleSaturday 17 of July will see our girls dressl intheir finery
enjoying the social occasionoalg with some of their teachers. At present the girls are in
organising committees to plan the details including the price of the tickets which is
expected to be in the $&® range. Parents are most welcome to arrange with the school a
payment plan sosathe final sum is not such a huge expense all at once

Race Unity $peechCompetition
In the TermOne holiday McAuleyHigh Schoolhad twoYear 12 students compete in the
National semifinals for the Race Unity speech competitiofitina Lipa Patau and Dits
Takau delivered their speeches which wet
AThe diversity in the human family shou
musi c where different notes bl endtnhandet |
Dillys spoke exceptionally well and provided very strong competition for those in their
heats. Despite a brilliant effort both girls missed out on moving onto the National finals.
The judges commented on how close our girls were to moving thet semfinals and
how difficult it was to judge such a high calibre of speeclfetiuge thank you goes to Mr
Thomas for his continued support and presence at all the competition niglaisk you to
all the parents who supported their daughters dirout their participation in the speech
competition. We should be very proud of Dillys and Atina and the way in which they
represented McAuley.Finally, a sincere thank you to Miss Reymer, for enabling these
talented students to take part in this comjmeati

Congratulations to:

u GiovannaSua whohas been elected a®ith MP forManukau East

u O6Rdri ana Sc ha weldcted to thelVanukaa YsoutloGaocd.

u Mele Tautalanoa for the speech given to Rotary about her experiences at thi
National Sciencé&orum summer school

u Jennifer Lemisio who was selected to represent Counties Manukau Junior Athletics
at the National Interprovincial Competition.

Congratulations to the following st
Charlene De Guzman, Clarissatdpaito, Rizzi Maravillg Rose Fatd.eone, Sharnequar
Ngani, Vika Pasa, Daisy Sanele, Inna Schwalger, Maryanna Smith

Congratulations to the following students for gaining a Merit Award:
Hazel Celeste, Ana Fukofuka, Tafadzwa Makufa, Melania Watta.

Congratulations to the following students for accepting the challenges of
being Peer Support Leaders for 2010

Taele Afioga, Matilda Alisi, Raisa Carron, Silia Felise, Latu Finau, Lilika Kauhala, Areet
Kaur, Kuini Laupepa, Frances Matafeo, Tapa Misipati, ViesePFane Samate, Mercy
Suoda, Evelin Toal a.



Polyfest Sreenings on TV
TV2 will be screening the first episode of Polyfest on Saturday 1 May at 9.30am, and ther
on the next four Saturdays at the same time.

Lost Property
There are a number of items of Igeopertyincluding blazers, ties, school shoes and
sports shoethat have not yet been claimed. If your daughter has lost any uniform please
get her to check with Mrs Munro in the school office.

Tax Donation Receipts
Please have your daughter see Mrabigly at the school office for a receipt if you require
one.
Enrolments
Theseare now being taken for 2011. Please make sure Year 8 students are enrolled now.

Key Dates for Term 2:

May 1% St Vinnies Commissioning Mass
5" Maori Parent Consultation
7" Board of Trustees Voting Day
13" 14"  Choir Camp
14" New Board of Trustees takes office
17721 Year 10 Camp
19" Catholic Schools Day
24" Academic Week begins
26" 27" Manu Korero Speech Competition
June 1%, 4" Year 11 Rtreas
7" Queends 1Bld3choblday
14" Matariki
15" Big Sing
231 Year 13 Drama Productiqwith 10PFA)
29" Senior Report Evening
July 2nd End of Term 2

Thank you foryour support of our school.

Nola Dougall
Acting Principal






