Newsletter May 2010

McAuley High School offers quality Catholic Education, in the
tradition of Mercy, which challenges young women to strive for
standards of personal excellence.

Dear friends and family of Mc Auley High School
Tena Kotou Katoa, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Ni Sa Bula, Fakalofa Lahi Atu, Malo e
Lelei

The theme for Catholic Schools Day, May 19, was Be the Change.

It is a challenge to our Catholic communities that standing still is not a realistic
option if we are to be faithful to the gospel.

Our young people are to be encouraged to be people of hope, to step out, face the
challenges and bring about change to this world.

The foundations of a Catholic School are:

A faith filled perspective - God can and does work through us.

Prayer which deepens and nourishes the awareness of God and God’s love.
The sustaining of hope - eliciting a sense of awe and wonder.

Love — acting with good will towards others.

The future belongs to those who give the next generation hope. We can renew hope
in the spirit of everyone we come in contact with.

Let us show our communities that the loving God of whom we speak in the
classroom and the school is the essential reference point in our lives.

(Excerpts from Various Speakers at Catholic Education Convention)

Be the Change

O God

Your love is constant in our world of change.

Be our light as we seek new pathways for Catholic education.
Draw us closer to you and to one another as we work

to be the change that will lift our world in joy and hope.
Help us to embrace the differences we will encounter as we
take on the challenge of daily living your Gospel.

We give thanks for all who support Catholic education

and we ask your blessing on our schools and communities.
Amen




Board of Trustees Elections 2010
Congratulations to the following new members who have been elected as parent
representatives to the Board of Trustees for McAuley High School. We are delighted
that they have accepted the challenge of serving our community. We look forward to
working together for the next three years: Mr David Maka, Mr Neti Petaia, Mrs
Jennie Tapu, Mrs Joe Anne Tongotea, Mrs Matalena Vitale. Congratulations also to
the new staff representative, Mrs Tasi Poumale.

Catholic Schools Day Liturgy

Students and staff of McAuley High School were privileged to celebrate Catholic
S ¢ h o oaly en“the Ith of May 2010, just like all the other Catholic schools all
over New Zealand. The t heme of the day was *“
shown by the cultural diversity in our school, which drives the changes that we see
every day. The liturgy was held in the school gymnasium, starting with a procession
that was lead by our Head Girl Kuini Laupepa, bringing in the school candle,
followed by students and teachers from the four dimensions of the world. Each of
the four dimensions entered with a flag that had the name of what part they were
from and a symbol for each element that they represented. The symbol for the East
was a candle, which represents the glimmering light of the sun that we turn to when it
rises. The symbol for the North was a fan which symbolised the wind that is the
living breath that animates all life. The West had a bow! of water which symbolised
its importance in the life of all living things on earth. Lastly, the symbol for South
was a bowl of earth, which symbolised the whole world united. Each of the people
representing the four dimensions was beautifully dressed in their traditional attire.
The prayers were lead by students of 9L and teachers, starting from the East,
followed by the North, then the West and lastly South. Students and teachers first
introduced themselves in English and in their own languages followed by a prayer.
We had a variety of languages that expressed how much each person is unique in
their own way. The liturgy ended with the school song that was sung by all the
students and the staff.

Raneen Attalla, Liturgy Leader

BE TI



Pompallier Shield Competition

On the evening of May 12, 2010 a small group of students and staff travelled to
Sacred Heart College to take part in the Pompallier Shield Competition. Roseanne
Ulunga took part in the Senior Oratory section, Cecile Tanuvasa in the Junior Oratory
section, Raneen Attalla in the Senior Scripture Reading section and Mary Fatima
Atonio in the Junior Scripture Reading section. The evening began with afternoon
tea in the dining room, followed by a liturgy of blessing, the competitions, supper
and prizegiving. The liturgy of blessing referred eloquently to the God-given skills
of the speakers:

, G @fdight and wisdom

we praise You for your gifts:

for giving us the power to see,

and the ability to write and read

and the use of our voices to proclaim the word.

Mr Jim Dale, Principal of Sacred Heart College, had the final word at the
prizegiving. He expressed his confidence in the youth of today to make the future
shine and used the language of Pompallier to describe them (merveilleuse,
formidable — marvellous, inspiring respect).

The standard of performance was very high and each school (of 13 Catholic schools
participating) had spent many hours in preparation and rehearsal. Orators spoke on
the topic: 6 We are disciples of Jesuws ahnr
world, is this possible for young Catholics? Scripture readers read one prepared and
one unseen scripture text. The tasks were demanding and the McAuley students
acquitted themselves with talent, concentration and dignity. They were superb
ambassadors for the school.

Oxfam Great Coffee Break

&y Congratulations to Rosally Alesana and her
team, who ran a very successful coffee and
cake morning. Rosally had entered a
competition and won a pack of Fair Trade
supplies which was used, along with home
baking. Staff enjoyed the leftovers and also
contributed. $218 was raised for Oxfam —a
very commendable effort.

Amnesty International Hand Banner Activity
A stressful week of hardworking and organising the hand-banner activity for
Amnesty International had finally come to an end. On the 6™ and the 7" of May the
hand-banner activity took place here at McAuley High School. This activity was part

of our fundraising for Myanmar, wh i

this year. The purpose of the activity is to raise awareness and to prove that we can
Amake a bwittth royprd atdEoour bvan twd lsandsdwe can make a
difference today, within our school, communities and our society.
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It was a very calm and sunny day with no wind to blow the banner around, which
made this activity easier to handle, and the weather enticed the students to come
along and participate by giving a donation and make a hand print on the banner in
their house colour, to show their support. We all had a great time spending two of
our lunchtimes together, after all the effort came a great success!
A special thank you to Hammer Hardware for kindly donating us the paints, to Mrs
Kirkup for sewing the material, to all the teachers and students who came along to
support, and to my Amnesty core committee. Thank you to all the Amnesty group
members for helping out and making this our first successful activity for the year.
Fane Samate

Amnesty Code of Silence
On Friday 21 May, several students wore a sign around their necks, vowing to keep
silent for the whole day, to raise awareness of people who do not have the freedom of
free speech and that each person has the right to remain silent. The girls are to be
congratulated on their efforts. Over $400 was raised with contributions from staff
and students. Thank you to Miss Reymer and the students in the Amnesty group, for
organising this activity, as well as the Hand Banner Activity.

United Nations Youth Association of New Zealand, Youth Declaration
Congratulations to Rosally Alesana who was selected as a delegate to attend the
UNYANZ conference on 1% and 2" of May.

The opening ceremony started at 8.30am where we were all given an introduction
about UNYANZ. Following that, delegate split into groups to discuss issues within
their given topics. There were 12 groups in all, which consisted of 10 delegates. The
10 topics were: Education, Health, Social Development, Economic Development,
Media and Press, Maori and Pl Affairs, Environment, Government
Structure, International Relations, Justice, NZ Identity, Child and Gender Issues.
Thank you to Miss Crawford for letting me know about Youth Declaration and
helping me with my application. Thank you to my family for supporting me, |
woul dndt have attended Youth Decl ar
Overall attending Youth Declaration 2010 was a great and priceless experience for
me. You learn a lot, have the chance to voice your opinions, portray your leadership
skills, learn from like-minded students, mix and mingle with students your age from
other schools. Youth Declaration 2011, if it sounds like you, apply, and also receive
an unforgettable experience of a lifetime. Rosally Alesana

at



Choir Camp
“Music is what feelings sound I|ike."”
The main reason for Choir Camp at Willow Park was to practise our three pieces for
the Big Sing competition held inJune. And t hat s exactly what
We practised after we unpacked. We practised before and after morning tea and after
afternoon tea. We practised before and after lunch and dinner. We practised and
practised. In the end all that practise paid off. During our short time at camp, | have
witnessed our choir grow vocally. As a whole, our voices have become sweeter and
more controlled than when we first bega
hard work, determination, and the effort that he continues to put into our choir, we
really appreciate it. Thank you to Mrs Lather for being our warden (in a good way)
and constantly making sure that we were in bed, getting enough sleep for the next
day. To all the girls, thank you for your commitment and determination. But most
importantly thank you to our choir leader, Olive, and voice and group leaders
Giovanna, Mercy, Sonia and Felicia. May the Lord continue to bless our school
choir: Voci Celeste (heavenly voices) for our competition and the coming year.

Congratulations to the following students for gaining a Pr i nci pal 0O
Award: Luisa Togafiti

Congratulations to the following students for gaining a Merit Award:

Ana Fukofuka, Mandeep Kaur, Annalise Major, Jessica Ngwun, Florence Peafua,
Ariet t a Puava, Vivien Raega, Doreen Sisal
Tulafono, Onolina Vaitimu.

Enrolments
These are now being taken for 2011. Please make sure Year 8 students are enrolled
now.



Ross Rob\sitt sonbo
Ross Robertson, MP for Manukau East, visited the s
school on Monday 17 May. He was taken on a tour of [*
the school by Giovanna Sua, Youth MP, and visited
some Year 13 classrooms, to keep up to date with
educational issues.

Sports Results To Date For Term 2
Netball
This year we have 7 teams in the Counties/Manukau competition, a total of 70
students involved. All teams have now played 2 competition games in their section
with some strong competition within all the grades. Games are played every
Wednesday after school.
Hockey
Our girls Open 8 Aside and the girls Open D team have both got off to a good start
for the season. Being able to field 2 teams this year shows that the sport is growing
within the school.
Rugby League & Rugby
Both teams have had full team numbers at all trainings and games. The rugby team
has played three games this season with one win. They continue to train hard and
progress is being made with this young team.
This is the second year we have entered a league team in the Senior competition, they
also have played three games and had one win. A few injuries have been received by
team members but due to the increasing fitness of both teams injuries are only minor.
Basketball (Under 15yrs / 17yrs / 19yrs)
The U15s team are placed top of their pool with some great wins so far this season.
U17s team are at this stage 3™ equal with 4 other teams in their pool —they have also
had some good wins. U19s are doing great and are 2™ in their pool to date.
Soccer
The girls got off to a great start with a 4 — 0 win against Mt Roskill 2" X1, we look
forward to your next game.
Golf
Our golf team travels to the Grange Golf Course one week and to the Ellerslie Golf
Course the next. Although our team is only small they are full of enthusiasm and
gaining confidence each week as they tackle the course.
Badminton
Students are now in training for a place in one of our teams that will start their
competition games at Lloyd Elsmore Badminton Hall next term.
Rachel Signal, HOD PE
Colleen Robertson, Sports Co-ordinator



Year 10 Camp
A very successful camp for Year 10 students, and Year 12 leaders, was held at
Kokako Lodge, 17-21 May. Three of the classes went from Monday to Wednesday,
and the other three from Wednesday to Friday. Some students from 10Q have their
writings printed below.

Camp! Where do | start? Screaming, cheering, laughing and supporting one
another. Our Year 10 camp was a great experience for me. Abseiling with lan.
Kayaking with Alan. High ropes with Tony. Making up a new abseiling move called
the A@merdmal so known ®laying stuok in fihd naudt vath
Alan and had a blast kayaking down the stream. Eating chicken, veges, spaghetti
Bolognese, apple crumble and many more delicious foods. At camp | learned new
things such as social responsibilities and | will always treasure these memories.

Chermayne Raega

Excitement overcame fear on Year 10 camp. Arriving at Hunua Falls filled us girls
with eagerness to get started with the activities that looked FREAKY but FUN to do.
We all separated into our groups. Cabin 6 awaited me and the group | was put in.
With the 2 leaders we settled in. Archery, bow and arrows flying in all sorts of
directions. Pop goes the balloon worth only 150 points. Archery was not my thing.
My nerves started kicking in just looking up into the sky seeing how high we had to
climb at our next event, which was high ropes. Standing there feeling the pressure of
having to go after Sar ah, my harne
down, donodt thedlinkof ath eyeM vas standing am a thin log so high
off the ground, eyes closed, scared as a puny mouse stuck in a trap but in thin air! It
wasnodét over yet as | really wanted

you had to go in and out of till you reach the very top. | completed that course so big

pl ant
ss ti
t o co

headed flying through the air 28l6campa mi ng

was full of amazing experiences, we faced many challenges, but the highlight of it all
were the memories we built with each Year 10 and the bond we shared with one
another. Tara Soe

Kokako Lodge, the cold and the beautiful stars.

Waking up early.

Abseiling, kayaking, high ropes, low ropes, archery and ABL.

Group work, solving problems and our group performance.

Fitting through small spaces, coming down ropes, climbing ladders, balancing on
rope and popping balloons.

Watching the waterfall while paddling in my kayak.

Going for walks and seeing glow worms.

Girls screaming from inside the forest.

Smelling and tasting the fresh food.

Remembering the faces of the instructors.

But remembering my leaders Manu and Teuila who were like older sisters and my
group who were like my sisters is the greatest memory | will ever have for my first
camp. Catherine Savelio



Nga Manu Korero Speech Competition
Two senior and two junior speakers are competing on 27 and 28 May. We wish them
all the best.

Key Dates for Term 2

May 24 to 28 Academic Week
June 7 Queen®s Birthday
14 Matariki
15 Big Sing
17 Community Health Consultation, 5pm
18 Year 10 Health Day
29 Senior Report Evening
July 2 End of Term 2
School Ball

Plans are well advanced for our school ball. 1t will be held on Saturday 17 July, at

the Auckland Museum, with students from De La Salle. Students from Y13 and

Y12 are eligible to attend. The t heme for this year“s b,
recognising the past (as in the history of the museum) and the present.

Tickets will cost $85 and an information letter, with permission slip, will be sent

home shortly.

Please note that parents are responsible for their daughter and her safety, from the

time the ball ends at 11.30pm.

Cell Phones
Parents are reminded, that for reasons of student safety, cell phones are not allowed
to be used at school. If a student needs to contact home in an emergency, there is a
phone available (no charge) at the school office.

Thank you for your support of our school.

Nola Dougall
Acting Principal



